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Spending Two Perfect Days In Charleston
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Save for later:  [F 0t

Befmond Charleston Place
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There's a good reason i5 consistently ranked as one of the country’s top
destinalions — from a busting food and bar scene to hot helel openings, history galors, and
world-class shopping, you'll find something for everyone in the coastal South Cargiina city.

We recommend hitting tip the Holy City in early fall when the temperature drops from
summer’s swellering heal, but the area stays temperate well into the holiday season, so
there's rarely a bad time to visil. If you wish, plan your visit around enticing events such as

{September 7 fo 18) and the [September
23 to 25).

Day One

For your first night, check in at the Forbes Travel Guide Four-Star

The stately hotel is perfectly perched at the intersection of King, Meeting and Markel Streets,
putting you right in the heart of the action. The newly renovated rooms — the 534 million
project brought everything from new bathrooms to fresh carpeting — will set even the most
road-weary lraveler at ease.

Afer you've put down your bags,
lounge at the pool — the only one In the
city to boast a retractable roof for 365
days a year of swimming fun — or head
out on the town.

Start on King Street, where youl find
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G —— one of our favorite shops, M
. stocks more than 30 brands of unique
candles, plus a library of 100 house-

made scents. Work hands-on with the
chandlers in dally candle-making

Swanz classes. Bonus: the sessions are
B.Y.0.B.
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Shaopping Is easy on King Street: hit up big brand names like Louis Vuitton and Gueci in the
, and then head to local clothlers like and
, where you'll see more avant garde names | ke Isabed Marant, Marni and Rick

Owens.

Up the road, pause for home goods at shops like , or check oul the
traditlonal silver rice spoons at . Down claser to Chareston Battery, pap
into new boutique for jewelry, great gifis and unique clething.

Don't let yourself get hungry with all of the perusing. This food-focused city has something
special for every meal of the day. For lunch, grab a sandwich al gourmet market
e or inger over shrimp and grits at Charesion staplie

It's easy to spend the day stroling around the battery, imagining yourself as a genteel
southern Jady or gentleman. Pause to see the multicolored houses on Rainbow Row, then
take another step back to the 19th century in the . where General
P.T. Beauregard stocd on the piazza and watched the bombardment of Fort Sumter that
started the Civil War,

For a bit of underground history, take a tour of the ,
where you'll see parts of the city's original battery. which was once stormed by the infamous
pirale Blackbeard.

It's okay if you've worked up quite a thirst by this point. Grab cocktals and oysters at new hot

spot before settling In for a reservation at one of the city’s most
coveled tables at . where you'll find three-time James Beard semifinal'st
Jeremiah Bacon dishing out local ingred ents with modern American-meets-Southem flair.
Afterwards, hit the bar at for a martini or boozy milkshake nighteap,

Day Two

The next morning, go trendy (think Brooklyn hipster meets southern gentieman) at newly
rengvated The Resloration, a Forbes Travel Guide Recommended hotel, located on
Wentworth Street, only a few blocks from Belmond Charleston Place. Rise coffee bar is one
of the area's best — we love the iced rosemary lattes as much as Food Network favorite

Alton Brown. Linger aver brunch at , a Charlestan staple, or grab a signature
country ham biscuit at . another loca! favorite, before you hit the
road.

After putting down your fork, stroli
through one of the oldest public
markets in the country, Tha Charleston
City Market, 1o watch arlisans weave
their signature sweelgrass baske!s.

Then, hop In the car and head to the
country for the afternoon. Depending on
the weather, watch the surfers on Folly
Ewach, one of the area's most popular
beaches, or head towards Ashley Road,
where you'll ind plantations like
Middieton Place, home to the country’s
cldest formal gardens, and Craytan
Hall, one of the best examples of Georgian Palladian architecture in the country.

Circa 1886, Photo Courtesy of Circa 1886

This evening, get dressed up. You're headed for the traditonal southern charm of Wentworth
Mansion, where you'll experience the kind of luxury that can only be described as Downton
Abbey meets Dixie. The delightful address’ tasty neighbor, Four-Star Circa 1886, is polished

and polsed, offering modern Southern fare with an upscale twist — thirik chicken-fried lobster

with jelapeno caulifiower jardiniére and whita cheddar grits, or antelope with Carolina gold
rice and a blackberrv lam reduction.
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If you have room, finish the night with a cocktail at . @ 1920s-style speakeasy
just a few minutes from your room on Bay Street,
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