141 Best Things to Doin Charleston
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Prople gravitate to Charleston for a fot of ressans jts buzsing restaurants and o, echectican
and style scones. I wtier curh appeal, prosimity 10 walet, [t Hoh Blslory, We've combbed them all
to complle our lsd of the tep things 1o do when you're there. Spanning old. new. buzzing. and
mtrpristng. out list boils down 1 the cisentials, no maiter i it's yous frst visl or your tenth.

Nathandel Russcll | louse -+
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Appraaching Ihe Nathaniel Rusaell House from the sirert, your first impression b just
what Nathanie] intended: your eye o drawn immediarely to his inltials wrought In
lireans over the fromi dooe. This overt display meant the same thing bn 1808 (when the
house was ronstructed} as H means at & certaln New York City fower today: new
money Tun amok.




Charlcsion Farmems Market

Every Saturday. from April through December, Markon Square springs to life with
Hitle tents Hning its noribern and western pathways. Asthe name suggests this e
rrat farmer's market: In-the-know locals head here ot the very freahest in produse.
from hundies of sap 1o heirioom and turmeric roote. And i you're
looking 1o sample 8outh Carolina fare, this 1s the place to o I Stop by the Low land
Farma baoth for & Laste of plmento cherse speead. or the strawherryhoneysuckle jam
made froes frudt that Lizs hersell picked eartier that week on Ambrose Fsrm. Dip
cubrs of bread {nto cold-smoked Yocal honey or kickory-smobad alive oll &t Holy
Smoke's teni, a5 the ownes touts ihe virtues of a peppery, butiery clive ofl that tastes
Bike liquid bacon (bui ke, somehow, good for you), For keepaaks that D lase kenger Usan
tunchiime, pick up & photogyaph of the Ange] Ouk mounted on canvas. or one of
Rartmien Manigault's lurge, Iabor-inlensbve sweetgrass bashete.
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Charleston has its [alr share of distilierien. but High Wire stands out on mubiiple
counts: (134 {s the Brat dlatillery in o n Chark ainte Prohibitian {1 1t
sourers disinetive soilbern-grewn gralna, fresh herba, beirloom corna, and other
rusiom crops for sigmiture spirite (heverything s sl batehed and experlineatal,
yhekling many different types and stylea of lquon and (4) husband snd-wife co-
ownert Sooft Blackwell and Astn Maraball bave o lack d In the baking busi:
8o thrir spproach s cullmary.




Deayton 1{all +

When Jokn Drayton began construction ia 173 of his grand country house, lintle did
loe know that measty 30 yrara later, it wouk] survive Intacl and be touted as one of 1he
finest des of Georglan Palladi. i in America. Visttors drive slong 2

sandy road. past massive Hve oak trees a0 old as the house Hiself. On approach, it ls
rany tofeel overwhelmed by the hame’s theer rcale and presence
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‘The Charleston Muscum -+

i

Al musnumd go, there's nothing aiaTy or okd-school atout this one. The fermidalile
modern structure encirdes a restful Inner courtyard and great reireat from summer's
beat B Lht two-story lobby hangs & suspeded whale wha swam inte Charksivn's
harbor tn 1380 This hias been building its collection, with frw interruptions.
sincr 1773 Tourlsts ofien wander inand swing through H, and amazingly enough,
wome locals are fust discovering .
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Coastal Expeditions -+
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Greater Charlesion ls hoth surrounded by and interlacrd with sahwater marahes, and
kayaking ksa great way to appreciate that. You can cither ot kayaks (singles or
douhles) or ptandup paddie boarrds 1o venture solo (with Hpa on where Lo go). or book
gukied tours of varying lengihs. 1t is quite 10 sev serfacing dolphing feeding
1in pairs and groups, with the jonal ki T




Prescration Sodcety of Charesion

1 you seek an autbentic Charieston keepmake, this store has you covered. Think of b s
# souvenie shep with taste and soul. Every Jtem ihey soutty [s locally made, with the
eareption of booka that may have been publlshed elsewhere. and pecana from a farm
iwo hours norh. The indepradent boutique was lounded by xid is still run by one of
Charbeslon's prominen preservalion groups, thus Lhe name

h sk Tree

The iree ls stupelyingly b ful and formidable. R lon fem the oak's
beranthos slts dormant when dry bl springs 10 1lfe after s good rain. The groumd
yielda sofily undetfoot. a koamy remidnder that the Iree’s root aysiem extends far
bryend the f of lis beanchen. Vialtars who bring lunch enjoy meabs on
pienk tahles scaitered beneath younger caks (perhape oftshoots of the “mother tree”).

APETALALNT

Sugar Rakeshop +

Everyone nerda s little treat now and then (or lots of them!). Sugar Babeshop ks owned
by & pait of architrets: turhed-bakers who Iosded i New York's hustie for the paste]
houses and live aaka lining Cannon Street. Swing open Lheir dooe. and beesthe in
hiady arottias of whatevee ibey’re baking st the motsent ton my visit, it was ginger
molasses rookiea). Soft tunes of mellow jazz lower your tension ioatantty This place s
defnltely ete-of-a-kind



Mrn. Whaley's Gardden +

hasl private gardena bn Charleston rarely open la the public, with thronga of visltees
burring tithoris for bi-aanual botse snd pndm festivals and tours, But hete's 2 sethed
Emily Whaley's ganden at 58 Church Street slays open yrar-round, on Thursday,
Priday, Saturdsy, and Surday ahernoons. And I1's Just the way Mrs. Whaley would ve
wanted It 1n 1997, the feisty octopenarian known se *Cheeka” 1o friends and family
wrote » hook of musings, opinions. gardening thoughis. and memories. il woven
together into a comrersational memoir litled Mra, Whakey and Her Charicaton Ganden. The
ook made the New York Time besiseller list. sndd twenty yrar on. the suthor’s
private onsls b will sttracting visors BHp yeur 310 through the froal doot fall st
\hen swing openihe gate and walk tack: you'll frel 1he brreze rustle through shade
plants, busiblebers pudge ellmblng roses, and seanthus sends up spiky purple
Tiooms. There's slways mmething in bloom, with s deep secrasion of parden “moms”™
and places o relax.

Schooner Pride

A mellow and relasing safl on a reproduction 184k century schooner bulll (o resemble
the triple-masted tald ahips (hat once Hned Chareston’s harbor. Therr b ho song-and-
dance or seripled narvathve from the erew, slthough they do snswer guestions and
ronvehee with you sbhoyl what you're seving, And bo musles; fust an suthentic
sealarer’s lullaby of waves lapping againal the hull. and the steady rresking of ropes
and b




Cmarteay Rewart Loage Btuties

ACTIVITY
Rosbert Lange Studios -

o roncrrie Boors, no clindcal minimaliam, no bourgrols atiitude bere. This place
raudes warmth and inclusheness. The building itsell s 3 30-year-ald fermer graln
warchouse, with beefy Boorboards the tolor of molasars, and exposed rafters ahave,
Comiprtable rouches, lraiher chalra, and & rope swing (yra. you read that rghi) lnwlte
you 1o setile inand br & part of things.

Fly InHchcopters -+

The beauty and spontaneity of this operation is that no reservations see required.
There are other helicop pankes 1n lown, b that offer such sffordable

“quickie® tripa. The introduciory $&5 spin around the harbor takes three exhilarating
minutrs. Prices Intrase for Jongrr tours which take you around lighthouses, over sall
marshes. and along barrier islands, bt the harbor tour itself covers Fert Sumier,
Castle Pisckiry, U High Batiety, shipyandi. the Rinvene] Bridge, and {be Yorktovwn,
all from close-range above.
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Seil-Guided Walking Tour +

Sure. you tould hop on a horse curriage, or into a pedicah, or join an official walking
tour, all exeriiont ways to explore the cily, But sostimned you want to tiplore st will,
without the drone of 2 hisiorical lecture, and the best way Lo do that ks on foot, This ja s
walklng tour that clockn i 3l jusd uidet two tiles s bagth, knd 68 8 muse-do o
anyone vislting Charleston. Start al Waterfront Park. whoae pler juts out into the
hiarkaor, 16 scoge oul Lhe original Colonisl ety wall, then make your way 1o the East
Bay. where you might jusi catch a regatta in progresa. Ogle over the Hve oaka at White
Poinl Gardens, and walk south io north on Legare (pronounced Lah-GREE]) for the
best vantage pod f wihat are Lty Chark 'a most b ul homes - and
make you stop at 14 Legare, the "Pineapple Gates House™ for pies. End st

Goat Sheep.Cow. where you can have Lhem arrange a picnk spread that you can take
1o nearby Washingion Square, and frast on expertly curated cherse under the shade of
alive ak trre,
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Places We Went :
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