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AFRICAN BUSH CAMPS

Beks Ndlovu

The boundary-breaking founder of an
up-and-coming safari lodge company
brings travelers closer to the natural
beauty of his homeland.

B The first ele-
phants Beks Ndiovu
ever tracked ware
the ones he found
In his mother's
banana grove. The
day he saw them—15
in all=Ndlovu, the
CEO of Zimbabwe-
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based African Bush
Camps, was 10
years old, There was
a drought that year,
and wild animals
had begun to creep
over from nearby

| Hwange National

Park to ransack

| gardens in Ndlovu's
| village near Hwange
| Town

“My family and
| were banging pots

| and pans to chase
| the elephants out of
| our garden,” recalls

Ndlovu, 41. "When
they left, | followed
them for over three
miles into the
middle of the bush
and got within 40
yards of the herd.
A mother elephant
turned around, and
I thought she was
going to charge.
| remember taking
off and running
until | got home. At
that point | thought,
‘Wow, this is quite
an adventure.”
Several years
later, that first
thrilling elephant
chase turned into
a career. Today,
Hwange National
Park is the site of
Somalisa, the flag-
ship of African Bush
Camps’ 11-property
collection. Founded
In 2006, Somalisa
gives guests the

. chance to see the

| same kinds of
elephant herds

| Ndlavu followed in

' his youth. Ndlovu's

| reason for building
a camp near his

| village is clear: He

| Intends to create a

| mutually beneficial

. relationship be-
tween tourism and
the landscape he
grew up in. That's

- why he launched
the African Bush
Camps Foundation

| concurrently with

his first safari camp. |

For every night's
stay, $10 goes
toward community
projects, scholar-
ships for 300
children, and skill-
building programs
and small-business
loans for local
entrepreneurs.

As one of the few

| black lodge owners
in Africa, Ndlovu

| knows he is a role

| model. He started
at the bottom of the

. ladder in the safari
waorld, spending his
school holidays
chopping firewood

| and extinguishing

| lanterns. He worked

| his wayup to

| become a guide for

| Wilderness Safaris
and other compa-
nies, and eventu-

| ally started his own

| private guiding

| company. Then he

| founded African

| Bush Camps. It was

| atrail he had to

| blaze on his own: At

the time, he didn't
know a single black
African who owned
a safari company.
This year, African

. Bush Camps has

served more than

| 7000 guests at its

camps in Zambia,

| Zimbabwe, and

Botswana.

“There aren't
many black CEOs or
safari camp owners,
so there's often
a double take when
| show up,” says
Ndlovu. “Being able

| to deliver consis-
| tently is what's

' allowed me to

| organically grow
| the business”

Wildlife sightings on an African Bush
Camps safari are likely to include
elephants, wildebeests, buffalo, giraffes,
lions, liyenas, antelope, and zebras.

Account; 11266A (4757)
T796

For reprints or righis, please contact the publisher



Date: Friday, December 01, 2017
AFAR Location: SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Circulation (DMA): 280,274 (N/A)

Type (Frequency): Magazine (6Y)

Page: 81,82,83,84,85....
Section: Main
Keyword: Charleston, South Carolina
o’_ known chefs such harmony.
as Mike Lata and Hill's approach is
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He en Hl downtown; boutique 5 million visitors
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Carolina’s largest city into an city's style ante in within a six-hour
internationally acclaimed destination. recent years. drive, but now,
oz. And then there thanks to improved
are the city's darker  air service, the top
LOEWS HOTELS & CO. that Helen Hill,the  sides, which Hill source of visitors Is
J h CEO of the Charles-  doesn't shy away New York City.
Onat an ton Area Conven- from. That might And one thing
. tion and Visitors mean walking never changes,
TISCh Bureau, wants to visitors through Hill says. "We have
5 tell. Boone Hall Planta- great people in
The successful hotelier finds “Therealityis,we = tiontosharewith  Charleston. They
multiple ways to support local | have a lot of history ~ them the daily still stop in the
communities and the people | B Downtown in Charleston that's lives of slaves. Or streetl:: give you
. : ! Charlestonis a not pretty,” Hill says. = encouraging them directions.”
whowvtkin thelravel iy, window into “We're not selling to visit Emanuel
| colonial America: a version of the African Methodist
B Perhaps it's Jonathan Tisch's | cobblestone streets, ~ Old South in hoop Episcopal Church,
lifelong Involvement in hospitality that Jasmine-scented skirts. We are areal | the site of the 2015 The Zern
has made him such a champion of it. | alleyways, ante- place,and we want  shooting in which George.

‘The CEO and chairman of Loews bellum buildings to show visitors nine people were pictured below,
Hotels & Co. grew up in the Loews | no taller than the who we really are” killed by a white su- is one of the
Regency in New York City, doing odd church steeples Contemporary premacist gunman, many stylish
jobs alongside the staff. Those days in | that dot the city. Charleston has sev-  a tragedy that, Hill boutique
his family's hatel showed him the power But that charming eral draws: a flour- affirms, brought the hotels to arrive
of travel to make the world—and the veneer is only one ishing food scene community closer in Charleston
economy—better, creating jobs, and, piece of the story with nationally in striving for racial in recent years

perhaps more impaortant, making even
more destinations worth visiting.

“The travel and tourism industry is
the largest employer in the warld, and in
our country alone, there are close to 15
million direct and indirect jobs in travel
and tourism,” Tisch says.

Tisch has made plenty of direct
impact on the industry through Loews,
s - which now runs 24 hotels across the

/REDUX

country. But his indirect impact has
‘been even more profound,

In 2016, New York University hon-
ored his years of support by putting
his name on the Jonathan M. Tisch
Center for Hospitality and Tourism, a
key incubator for future leaders in
the field. He has served as the head of
the U.S. Travel Association, a nonprofit
group that supports the growth of
the U.S. travel industry, and has met
with many members of Congress to
help them understand how many
people’s livelihoods depend on travel.

“It all comes back to the humanity
of travel,” Tisch says. “These men and
women have made a decision to work
in the largest industry in the world,
and we have a responsibility to help
them take care of their families and
grow their careers. Wa can do better
for them, and we can do more.”

S&CO,
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STUDIO TACK

Ruben Caldwell,
Jou-Yie Chou, Leigh
Salem & Brian Smith

The innovative team designs lodgings that tell their own
stories and resonate with a creative-class clientele,

: evoke the building's

B Scribner's

Catskill Lodge is . 1960s past: a mirror

one of the most - on the ceiling of one |

stylish new arriv- | of the bedrooms, i

als in the bucol - an ous deer

mountains of up-  : head mounted on

state New York. ' the wall in Prospect,
Butbeyondthe ' the lodge's restau-

38-room lodge's { rant.

sleekwoodfloors |  Scribner'sisa

and handmade . prime example of

leather chairs, there | what Studio Tack

are quirks that : does so well. The

The Studio Tack design team (above) first
came together in 2012 and has completed

a wide range of lodging projects, including
Casa Bonay (right} in Barcelona, Spain.

@ 2017 AFAR
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¢ Brooklyn-based
; design and devel-

! just-right retreats

. youwant to keep in

| your back pocket for

. aweekend getaway. °

. are repurposed

| buildings in cool

. destinations (Lake
. Tahoe; Jackson.

i Wyoming) and

: occasionally

| unexpected ones

. (Saratoga Springs,
. New York; the

- and intimate, have
. handsome public

- tell a story about
¢ their locations.

opment group’s
nine hotels are the

Many of them

Delaware shore).
They're affordable

spaces, and always

“There's some
sort of significance
to all of our projects, :

. whetherit'sarchi-

. tectural, cultural, or

. geographic,” says

¢ Jou-Yie Chou, one

: of Studio Tack's four -

| partners. It would

i behard to produce | hotel project, the Since then, the

i anywhere else” . 16-room Dogfish . team has sharpened

Chou joined . Its approach with

. forces with Leigh . each new project,

* Salem, Brian . creating lodgings
Smith, and Ruben | thatappealtoa

| Caldwell in 2013 to _ young and urban
complete their first ' creative class.
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“We're always

' trying to dive into

- what the story

. is about the people
- who will be using

: the place and how
i it fits with the local

¢ vibe” says Caldwell.
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Situated at the
base of South Lake
Tahoe's Heavenly
Mountain, the
spare but snappy
Coachman, stocked
with cozy Woolrich
blankets and high-
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: end Frette linens, is

a nod to the resort's

| midcentury roots.
The Brentwood Ho-

tel, a former motor
lodge in Saratoga
Springs, New York,
is a12-room retreat

next to a famous

- horse-racing track.
- Countryside flour-

ishes such as gilt
antique mirrors and

. vintage oil paintings
| channel the town's

old-world charm,

The Anvil Hotel in

Jacksan, Wyoming,

with its rustic,
Shaker-inspired
interiors and iron
bed frames, might

. best be labeled

“lumberjack chic.”

Account: 11266A (4757)
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The main idea,

i though, Chou

. explains, is that

i guests should feel

. Inspired to escape

* into their surround-
. ings. "We love

: for people to go to

For reprinis or righls, please contact the publisher

. these properties

i and have an amaz-
: ing time, enjoy be-
. ing there, and use

. them as a base to

: go explore the area.
. That's really what

i it's all about”
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GLOBAL CITIZEN YEAR

Abby Falik

The visionary entrepreneur bridges
education and travel for students across

the nation.

where they live with

host families and
apprentice with a
wide range of local
organizations, such
as schools, agricul-
tural cooperatives,
and government
ministries of educa-
tion and health.

college, and are
deferring entry for
ayear. She calls her
program a “bridge

ay | year onethatcan

Falik founded
Global Citizen Year
in 2010 to send
high school stu-

dents to developing

countries, includ-

ing Brazil, Ecuador,

India, and Senegal,

2
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teach kids the rich
essons of travel.
“It's a new on-
ramp into college
that helps kids

classroom.” who was also 18,

Since its incep- was married off
tion, Global Citizen . toa man she had
Year has accepted never met and was
600 students, and halfway through
in 2017 the number  her first pregnancy
of participants by the time Hanna
Jumped from 100 returned home. The
10150, experience inspired

“There's agrow- ' Hanna to become
ing recognition that = passionate about
lives are getting family planning and
lenger,” Falik says, sexual health and
“and that college is to pursue a post-

d agaii llege career as

the front end of a a doula.
person’s life before Falik’s long-term
they have opportu-  vision is to grow
nities to explore her organization to
and figure out who the size and impact
they are and what of Teach for America
they're about” or the Peace Corps.

Seven years in, In the meantime,
Falik already sees Global Citizen Year's
the huge impact biggest hurdle is
Global Citizen to make the bridge
Year has made on year a normal and
program alums accessible part of
such as Ami Hanna, = the US. education
who spent a year i system. | want us
inaruralvillagein | toreachapoint’
Senegal whenshe : Falik says, "where
was 18, Withinthat  you feel left out

year, her host sister,

" ifyou don't do It”

pirit,” Falik says.
“These are things

: youcan'tlearnina

More than 50 percent of Global Citizen
Year's students are people of color, 80
percent receive financial ald, and a third
are granted full scholarships.

06.

WASHINGTON STATE SOLICITOR
BEMERAL

Noah Purcell

The law officer helped lead the fight
to put the Trump administration’s
- travel ban on hold.

Noah Purcell watched chaos

scend on airports across the nation
‘over the last weekend of January, he
knew someaone needed to challenge
the executive order that denied entry
into the United States to citizens of

seven predominantly Muslim countries.

Purcell, Washington State's solicitor
general, became a pivotal member of
the team that built and argued the
case that brought the Trump adminis-
tration’s original travel ban to a halt.

“It seemed the order was done to
keep a discriminatory campaign prom-
ise to target Muslims rather than for

actual security reasons,” Purcell recalls.

“It showed a lack of thought and care
to the legal issues.”

To Purcell, the legal issues were clear.

They included a violation of the First

Amendment by disfavoring one religion,

a violation of the Immigration and

Nationality Act by discriminating based

on country of origin, and a lack of due
process for those affected because
there was no way for them to prove why
they weren't a risk.

Purcell's boss, Washington State
Attornaey General Bob Ferguson, gave
the green light for Purcell and his
team to get to work. “Nobody slept
very much that weekend,” says Purcell.
“But we had to move quickly—every
hour people were literally being turned

The case was filed on the Monday
following the ban. On Friday, a US.
District Judge ruled in favor of a
temporary restraining order, subse-
quently upheld by the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals.

“People should see the United States
asab for freedom and opportu~
nity” Purcell says, “and the travel ban
really sent the opposite message.”
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SATRAVELER

Glen Fu & Zoey Zuo

The couple founded a travel outfitter that's changing the
way Chinese travelers see the world.

B In 2003, Glen Fu
organized the first-
ever extended trip
of the travel club at
Shanghai University
of Finance and
Economics: a 48-
day journey to Tibet.
Only one other stu-
dent signed up: Zoey
Zuo. But it was the

@ 2017 AFAR
All Rights Reserved,

start of something.
The couple fell
in love on the trip—
with each other and
with a kind of travel
that was rare in
China at that time.
Since the govern-
ment started relax-
ing its travel policy
in 1978, the Chinese

. have become the

world's largest trav-
ler demographic.

- But many of their

. trips follow boiler-

. plate mass-market
- itineraries offered

by Chinese travel
agencies, Fu and
Zuo wanted to make
local connections,
go off the beaten

path, and step out of

. process begun in

- 2007—outbound
business has

. doubled annually.

their comfort zone.
Fast-forward

to today, and they

have grown the

clubinto 54Traveler,
- countries, including

a company with
30,000 clients a
year. Inspired

by Lonely Planet
founder Tony

- Wheeler, Fu and

. Zuo, along with their
. staff, test all their

~ Itineraries before

they offer them.

They've focused on
creating affordable,

- small-group trips

for travelers ages 16

" to 45, They started
- by leading trips
- within China and
- found an eager au-
. dience: 54Traveler
. has had 40 percent
. revenue growth ev-
. eryyear since 2007.
' And as of 2015,

when the company

. finally obtained its

government license
to organize inter-
national trips—a

Now they visit 18

Russia, Myanmar,

- Iran, Jordan, Sri
. Lanka, and Iceland.

In Morocco—54's

nation in 2017—the
itinerary includes
camel rides deep
into the desert, a
visit to a local date
market, and a meal
in a Berber family
home. In Jordan,

© travelers take a city
walk with a local

Bedouins in their
tents in Wadi Rum,
and experience
Petra by moonlight.
The trips closer to
home are just as
eye-opening: One
China itinerary takes
travelers to a moun-
tain village in
Qinghai Province
and includes a stay
in a Muslim home.
Another involves

a visit to a remote
monastery in the
Qilian Mountains,
where guests spend
¢ time with a monk

| and learn about his
. beliefs and daily

Account: 11266A (4757)
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most popular desti-

in Amman, visit with

S4Traveler
givesits clients
immersive
experiences,
such asa meal
with locals,
pictured
above, in
China's
Yunnan
Province

routines. “Many of
our guests come
from very big cities,
such as Beijing

and Shanghai,” Zuo
says. “Most of them
have never been to

. such remote areas—
| they usually don't

: even know these

. kinds of places exist

in China."

Adds Fu: "We
like to change how
our clients see the
world. That's really
what inspires and

| encourages us to do
¢ what we do.”
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o.. | hung up on mate-
¢ rial luxury such
AZAMARA CLUB CRUISES . as fine china and
L P L l . high-thread-count
arry Pimente shestsand nt
¥ AT | focused enough on
The head of Azamara Club Cruises was a leader in bringingex-  what the great value
periences to the fore of his cruise line—and the cruise industry. = in travel was”
| Before joining
s “ | Azamara in 2009, 09.
up is exactly the | ences: something = Pimentel cofounded
point,accordingto . aselaborateasan  SeaDream Yacht SRARERARVAIRE RESENVE
Larry Pimentel, the | opera performance | Club and served as Pam
! presidentand CEO ' byatriooftenorsin  president and CEQ
: ofAzamaraClub  : Livorno, ltaly,oras  of Cunard Line. C d - t'
¢ Crulses. . simpleas amealat = AtAzamara Club 0 lspo l
“We specialize . the hole-in-the-wall = Cruises, Pimentel 3
in destination  thatserves thebest = has overseen the The Chase executive launched a
® A four-hour immersion. Thatis  souvlaki in Athens,  addition of more game-changing credit card for a new
drive into the our whole reason for = Greece. . than 1,000 new generation of experience-hungry
Omani desert existing,” Pimentel ~  Pimentel didn't  experiences this travelers.
delivers guests to says. “Our one major . even think he liked - year alone. Plans
aBadouin camp ln Wlhtﬂtoﬂnﬂd cruklngwh.nh' h’mu pr._am ...................................................................
the middle of no- guests to the places  joined the industry  post-cruise offer- B The latest status symbol for affluent
where. The Bedouin : they visit” + in1989, after selling ~ ings include a trip globe-trotters is a credit card, In case
hosts will cook local | In2010, when . his Hawaii-based . on the iconic Venice you missed the frenzy by the water cool-
dishes using veg- Azamara Club . tour company . Simplon-Orient- er, Chase Sapphire Reserve—launched
etables the guests Cruises launched, ' to Expedia. “When = Express train that in the summer of 2016—became a
have never tasted, the cruise industry | first got to the | travels between sensation overnight. The card is geared
play instruments had a reputation for  cruise world, my : London and Venice. d a younger ger jon, but it was
they've never heard, | off-the-shelf excur- - perception was that . “At the end of created for travelers of any age who
and spend time with ° sions, Azamara | they were excep- . the day,” Pimentel define luxury as a wealth of experiences
them by a roaring Club Cruises offers : tional at delivering = says, “we're not sell- rather than the accumulation of things.
fire and under the smaller ships—two  food and tarrible | ing cruises. We'ra “We wanted to design a card that
stars late into the vessels carrying i atdelivering the . selling experiences would tap into that emotional side of
night. Then guest 690 p gers | destination” | that allow guests to being a lifelong explorer,” says Pam
will sleepintents | each—thatcan ! says.“Theyweretoo : evolve and grow. Codispoti, president of Chase Branded
amid a sea of undu- | reach smaller ports, | Cards at Chase and the driving force
lating sand dunes.  : such as Bangkok or behind the card. “It's less about
It's not what : Bordeaux. Guests ‘I've arrived’ and more about I'mon a
you'd expect can also stay longer Pimentel's destination-focused formula lifelong journey. *
as part of a typical in those ports, i has attracted a new clientele. About ane- In August 2016, news of the card's
night on a cruise. where they enjoy fifth of Azamara Club Cruises' guests have perks—which originally included a
But shaking things exclusive experi- never been an a cruise ship before. sign-on bonus of 100,000 points—

spread like wildfire on social media.
Interest escalated so fast that Chase
temporarily ran out of metal cards
shortly after the launch.

For an annual $450 fee, perks
include TSA PreCheck, Global Entry,
access to partner lounges, accelerated
points for travel and dining, and

to exclusive events, ranging
from a private dinner at Michelin-
starred Le Bernardin in New York City
to passes for the Sundance Film
Festival in Utah.

Codispoti knew that the Chase
Sapphire Reserve card would speak to
a group of travelers who she describes

s savvy, in-the-know, and affluent.
- “They're the ones defining the future of
~ travel,” she says. “It's the right product

_I_‘t‘lh"w_time. with early adopters
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