SOUTHERN
EXPOSURE

RYAN REYNOLDS AND BLAKE LIVELY ARE NO STRANGERS TO A SEA OF CAMERAS AIMED AT THEM.
BUT WHEN THEY DECIDED TO MARRY, THEY WANTED TO CELEBRATE IN PRIVACY—AND IN STYLE.
HERE'S WHAT HAPPENED WHEN AN OLD BARN MET THE NEW MR. AND MRS. REYNOLDS,
AND THE ONLY PRESS CAMERA CLICKING? OURS.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY Marcus Nilsson TexT By Robin Sayers

WHEN RYAN AND BLAKE secretly gor engaged last June, they knew
itwould take careful planning. confidentiality, and a select crew to pull
off their nuptials before word got out. Enter Martha Stewart.

The actors, both friends of our founder, turned to her for guidance
and Martha sent the happy duo our way Phone calls with editorial direc
tor Darcy Midler on logistics led to bramstorming sessions and then a
bona fide collaborauon between the pair and Martha Stewart Weddings.

We quickly discovered that Ryan and Blake are not like the many
altar-bound celebrities who
sell their big-day photos to
the highest bidder This pub-
lic, yet very private, couple’s
sole wish was to have an inti-
mate affair (there were only 35
guests total). And while they
remain protective of images
of them on their most heart-
felt occasion, they graciously
let us share pictures of the ele
ments we created together.

Both the bride and groom
hail from the West Coast (Cal-
fornia and British Columbia
respectively) but they live a
Iife that’s more in line with
the Bayou than the beach
Instead of a seaside setting
they desired a venue that felt
like home, yet had the patina of a bygone era. Weeks were spent criss
crossing the States in search of just the right spot. Ultimately, they were
drawn to Charlesion, South Carolina. Known for its grace and hospital-
ity. it also has an up-and-coming gastronomic scene, which appeated
to these foodies. Ryan and Blake settled on a sprawling historic estate
just outside the city complete with a centuries-old "Avenue of Oaks” on
its approach and a slow-moving creek out back.

With where to wed in place, next came the how. They fell in love
with the property’s rustic barniike dock house—and the idea of filling
it with grand touches that matched the significance of the event. For

RYAN & BLAKE
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this couple, that meant resplendent tablescapes, eclectic chandeliers
their own antique china brought from home, and a sophisticated
palette of cream, nudes, light mochas, and sage. Above all, they
wanted the comfortable feel of a fanly gathering. They envisioned a
perfectly paced event, unfolding scene by scene—with a few twists.

To that end, on a sun-dappled Sunday afternoon in late summer
the delighted guests began arriving. They were welcomed with Mason
Jars of cool lemonade and sweet peach tea, and the sound of muted
tumpets and Gypsy viohins
Then everyone was ushered
into the tented ceremony
space, draped with ethereal
fabrics and overflowing with
flowers and tall branches.

The bride swept down the
aisle, which was covered with
rose petals strewn i an ombré
design, her high-wattage smile
on full display. She and her
attendants wore Maichesa, the
groom and his men_ Burberry
with both Blake and Ryan in
custom Louboutin kicks.

After exchanging personal
vows that were not only deeply
loving but humorous, oo,
guests streamed out onto the
dock for a fun-filled “carnival”
hour, followed by a four-course supper in the barn By candlelight only,
toasts were given, dear friend Florence Welch performed "Cosmic Love,”
among other songs, the cake was cut (to a professional whistler!), danc-
ing ensued, and then this happened: Blake’s sister Robyn, star of the cult
hit Teen Witch, and their brother Eric, left the newlyweds in stitches by
reenacting the movie’s final dance sequence—in full costume.

Later, guests launched wish lanterns into the starry sky, along with
their fondest hopes for Ryan and Blake. Considering the couple had man-
aged 1o marry in secret, in style, and surrounded by their closest loved
ones, it was clear that their wedding day wish had already come true.
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Opposite: Candles-and-eucalypius-adoinag wroughtiion chandehiers were suspended from beams in the docksice barn, The rich

labiescapes consisted of teiianums and birdeages, candlesiicks, and fimvials, This page: Blake, a love: of antique plates, proughi her paisonal

collection irom home o create place setiings for each guest. Calligraphed menus doubled as place cards.
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