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lame it on the oak trees and
jasmine-perfumed air.
For more than three centu-
ries, couples have found
romance in this elegant seaside darling
of the South. Charleston is filled with
secret gardens, cocktail parties on piazza
and horse-drawn carriages that trot past
historic town houses on cobblestone
streets. The young and hip flock here for
art and fashion, and the food scene is as

hotas abonfire on Folly Beach. Here’s our
comprehensive guide for modern-day
belles from near and far.

VENUES

Lowndes Grove Plantation If
youlove theidea of a plantation
but don’t want toventure far
from the city, check out the

ci 1786 manor house and
gated grounds of these tucked:
away 14acres on the Ashley
River—the sunset viewsare
beyond. pphgcharieston.com

Sewee Preserve 'co-chic
couples will love the forest land
scapes, saltwater dock, and
housewithamas
sive fireplace—no extra fee for
chance wildlife sightings of
wading herons or osprey flying

overhead. seweepreservenet
Historic Rice Mill Building
Book this 1800s rice-mill
turned-riverfront-venus
guests canrevel in the city's rich
culinary history (fresh shrimp
and rice, anyone?) while yachts
cruise past on the Ashley River
odfoodcatering

and

Founders Hall at Charles
Towne Landing The sleck lines
and modern architecture of

Founders Hallarea cool surprise

atthis treasured historicsite,
where English colonists aboard
the Carolina first stepped
ashore. Floor-to-ceiling win
dows fill the spacious Great Hall
with soft, natural light, while
the wood-burning fireplace

on the patio is perfect for cozy
glin

herings and mir
allcharlestol

com

foundersh

Gibbes Museum of Art Steps
from Charleston’s French Quar
terart galleries, you can say

“Ido” surroundéd by the largest

adorned confectio by
Wedding Cakes by it
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art collection in the city, which
includes works by Americanart
istslike Robert Rauschenberg
and Jasper Johns. Afterward,
amaze guests witha celebration
in the shady courtyard, filled
with lovely m
myrtle trees.

oliaand crepe
besmuseun

g rg
Magnolia Plantation & Gar-
dens This sprawling
property offers several indoor
and outdoor options, cach
prettier than the next. Our best

cre

advice: Hold your ceremony
amid centuries-old live oaks
witha charming white foot

bridge in the background, fol
lowed by cocktails and dinner

on the 20-foot-wide wr

around veranda
plantation.co

wil
sunflowe

en House The
llow 1810 mansion

occupies the corner of atrend
setting block on historic King
Street. Couples can exchange
vows by the reflection pool,
then dineand dance in the orig
nal second-story ballroom

pphgcharleston.co
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DRESSES

Maddison Row While search.
ing for a wedding dress with her
daughters, Brenda Spadoni
Urquhart ended up purchasing
this boutique, now outfitted

with turquoise walls
by Monique Lhuillie
Wang, and Carolina Herrera
maddisonrow.com

Gown Boutique of Charleston
This gleaming salon features one
of the largest gown collections
inthe state—everything from
Junko Yoshiokaand Amy Kuschel
tothe well-priced Wtoo. gown
boutiqueofc ston.com

Modern Trousseau Elegant silk
brocadeand French-lace gowns
ned by Australian-born
Callie Tein are made in the U.S.
for this shop overlookinga gor-
geous courtyard on upper King
Street. moderntrousseausc.com

LulaKate Charleston fashionis-
tas first fell for local designer
Katherine Mullins McDonald’s
ready-to-wear tops and skirts;
now they swoon for her wed

dis owns and bridesmaids”
dresses in silk, satin, and cotton

seersucker. lulakate.com

FLOWERS

Gathering Floral & Event
Design Heather Barrie is known
for her romantic style (bouquets
of poppies and cattleya orchids
and magical settings (crystal

adorned chandeliers, reception
tents decorated with hanging

parasols). ga

heringeve

Blossoms Events When a wed
ding requires the total transfor
mation of an ordinary space,
planners enlist this top-notch

n of florists, carpenters,
and seamstresses to design the
entire space, from a custom
drinkbartoatent swathed in
your favorite color of fabric.

blossomsevents.com

Charleston Stems Annc Bowen
makes bold statements with
blooms—bouquets of pink peo
niesand vases of bright cym
bidium orchids submerged in
water. charlestonstems.com

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT

toric district; St. Michael’s
on Broad Street, the oldest
churchin the city; down-

town bridal bor
dison Row.

Ashley Bakery This family
owned bakeryis known forits
whimsical cakes, all done with
aprecise, deft hand—bold fon
dant cutouts, delicate piped

lace, and cascades of fondant
bows. ashleybakery.com

Wedding Cakes by Jim Smeal
Jim Smealis an industry
end—anartist who creates
cakes that look woven in sweet
grassorareadorned with sugar

peonies youll swearare re
ddingcakesbyjimsmeal.com

Sugar Bakeshop Topped
with sugared berries, candied
lemons, or flowers, these old

fashioned cakes, pi
look perfect on vintage cake
stands. sugarbake.con

WildFlour Pastry Lauren
Mitterer and her team whip up
traditional ticred wedding
cakes and homey southern
favorites (red velvet, humming
bird) in their Spring Street
bakery—alsoa local favorite for
sticky buns. wildflourpastry

charleston.com

PREPPY
ATTIRE

In Charleston, real men
wear bow ties and
blazers of gingham,

madras, and especially

seersucker. Our preppy
primer for the groom
starts here

BENSSILVER
Linen shirtsin p
pinkand yell
blue blaze
prep-school or college
insignias on the butt
bensiver.com

HIGH COTTON TIES
Bow ties and cummerbunds
in seersucker, hound-
stooth, and tattersall plaid
highcottonties.com

BILLY REID
Natty skinny ties
andvintage tie bars.
billreid.com

BARRY BEAUX
jes (which come w
helpful knot-tyinginstruc
tions), cummerbunds, and
gingham pocket squares.
barrybeaux.com

M. DUMAS & SONS
Bow ties. pants and shorts
insherbet colors, and
plenty of history (the shop
blished on
King Street in 1917)
843-723-8603

Local
Flavor

Charleston is chock-full of
enterprising artisans—
here are our favorite
locally made gifts to give
as wedding favors or add
towelcome baskets.

SWEETEETH
CHUCULATE

lhh ..”PA hocolate bars
ivumSSezch sweeteeth
colate.com.

Vmul Noir h

d-poured into
repurposed wine bottles
$27 each:rewinedcandles. com.

CHARLESTON TEA
PLANTATION
Loose-leaf
ke Rockville
Plantati g
onnearby Wadmalaw Island
SiDeach;charlestontea
plantation com.
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PALMETTO
BREWING CO.
Lagers and ales handcrafted
indowntown Charlesto
$9forasix-pack;
palmettobrewingco.com.

PLANNERS

Ooh Events! Brides can
choose from antique farm tables,
milk-glass vessels in every color,
vintage china,and tons more
this full-service event-plann
floral,and rental company

shopoutofhand.com
Kristin Newman Designs
Lowcountrybrides wantingan
elegant southern affair should
look to this well-established
planner. Brainstorming sessions
take place in her new design
studio in the up-and-coming
NoMo (north of Morrison;

neighborhood. kristinnewman

Tara Guérard Soirée Raising
the bar yetagain, Soiré

event
designers provide everything
from custom invitations toa
new iPad app thatallows brides
toshare timelin,

,contracts,

color swatches, and photos.
taraguerardsoirec.com

Calder Clark Designs “South-
ernwithout the saccharine™is
the self-proclaimed style of this
wedding-planning and design
house, whichaims for atimeless,
freshatmosphereand s
renowned forits resourceful use
of everything from design-for
ward textiles toretro furnishings
and dishware. calderclark.com

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Virgil Bunao Photography
Island weddings in the
Southareaspecialty of this
photographer, who also loves
documenting celebrations in
his Charleston hometown,
where he shoots primarily with
film.

Gayle Brooker Photography
Gayle Brooker earned an M.F.A
in photography, assisted top
New York City pros, and taught
atthe College of Charleston
before opening her photogra.
phy business. gaylebrook

Corbin Gurkin Photography
Corbin Gurkin has shot wed
dm gs all over the world—from
nd to Tuscany—but hap
to call Charleston home

Hyer Images Rachel and Billy
Hyer havea knack for capturing
beautiful, poignant moments
in their images; they'realso
known for their modern editing
and post-processing tech
niques. hyerim

CATERERS

Cru Catering Paris-trained
chef-owner John Zucker of the
popular Cru Café designs every
wedding menu from scratch
toshowcase regional bounty
like local collards ina crispy
wonton wrapperand a portable
version of chicken and waffles
inacone!). crucatering.com

Newton Farms Catering
Charleston’slocal groceryalso
hasa foodie side: Newton Farms
is the gourmet arm of the iconic:
Piggly Wiggly stores, offeri;
everything from hand-rolle
sushito Thai chicken-satay skew-
ers. newtonfarmscatering.com

Caviar & Bananas Couples can
book off-site catering or a pri
vate party right inside this
gourmet market and café on

George Street, which offersa
thrillingarray of patés, truffles,

confit, macand cheese, and
more. arandbananas.com

Food for the Southern Soul
Any Lowcountry celebration
worthits seasalt features local
seafood and barbecue, a

ather Barrie of
Guherm" Floral & Event Design




