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ARTS L SIRTURE  HISTOAY
Fascinating stories behind 10 must-
see buildings in Charleston, S.C.

If these wolls could tolk

By ki
Travel Expar

Is renowned fof its Southerm charm s lovely buldings sre Glled wih gracefur
archilectural delails thal conjure images of sipping awee! lea on a pazza ona sultzy
summer aflernpon

Bul thery I8 $0 much more Lo thesk buidings - many lrom the Antgbellum ora many
designated as Nationat Histone Landmarks = than what you see on the outsde £ach one
holds a rdch history, filtad with human storigs thal need to be heart in arder o understand
their significance

Take a walking tour with experts like Charlgston Strolis, Bulidog Tours or Two Sisters
who will give you an ovarvigw of the cily's rich history and share anecdotes lhal make
thal history come alive Then go back te lour each site indidually, ideally with a dacert.

Here are ten historical bulidings that are o much more than a pretty facade

Old Slave Mart Museum

= o

The A ahowld e youe fiest stop when visiting Charl

Considered the Ias! existing slave auction gallery in South Cargiina. thig 4pace i3 sacred
ground IU's wheie slavas werg actually bought and sold and spending tima {hara is a
profound eaperence Listen to o feal interview with a formar slave. read the in-depth
informatien which is powerful and homtying, ang talk %o the stalf many of whose famity
roots can be traced back 10 slaves

Charteston is a beawtful ity bul much of it was buit 50 1he backs of siaves and the Oid

Slova Mar Museum's place on the Nanenat Register of Histerie Places officatly
acknewiadges that history to make sure it s never lorgotien

Charleston City Market

Chare1on City Markel -

Cften mistakanly confused with the Old $lave Mart Museum {which has absolulaly
nolhing 1o da with it), the is 3 must-visit One of tha oldest public
markets (n the country. it houses dozens of bocihs and shops featuring the works of local
afsans including 50 swealofiss bashe! weavars who kaeo the 1Bth centun tradition
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alive

In 1788 Chartes Cotesworth Pinckney ceded the land 10 the C ty of Charleston with the

stiputation that i hatl to remain in use as B public market for pemetuity The otiginal I
buildings wure eracted in 1804 and loday Charaston City Market 1s considered the

cuttural haart of the &ity and continues 19 be Chatleston's mast visitad nttraction

These 10 Charteston oriisans are creating goods with a
Southern accent

Conaistanily named cne of the beat hatels in the counlry. st B remains
true W0 its roets a3 a privote residence. making you feel right at hine while freating you lo [
Tive-8137 fuxury

Francs Silas Rodgers o waatlhy collon merchant, compleled the slegant 24.000-square-
loot, four-story home in 1886, and. upon his death, it was descnbad as the finest in the
aly Itmany ways il sull is

The building refaing some of its onginal architectural features inciding qustont-built
louvered window treatments with onginal Victarian hardware instafled in 1886 and a
rooltop cupola with panardmic views of Chareston

The camage houss has been convertad ilo the oward-winming oo restaurant
and the stable (s now the Spa at Wentworth Mansion bacause pampenng has never gana
out of shyle

Boone Hall Plantation

Boans Hal Plaraton

Az you approdch be pruparad to lake photos of the besulkiu! bae-
nad entrance which makes it instantly recognizable Boone Hall was founded in 1681
and waa pened to the public in 1956 8o paople could undarstand what averyday lila way
like on a plantation

Takn ach ge of all the e ) opportun:tias that are inctuded i ha prica of
admission. a coach tour arund the entire 738 acres. a house lour of the Georgiar
designed mans:on, a slave history prasentanon thal gives you a sabering look at ther
living quarters through gight original tatins and tho live *Exploring the Gullah Cullure”
prasgniahon. which intreduces visitors lo the unique cullure formed by Affican slaves

One of America's olgest working farms, Boone Hall has been conlinuously growing andg
producing crops for more than threa centunes Today, it seils its produse across the street
at its cwn Boone Hall Farma Rlarkat

Heyward-Washington House
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Charlgsion's first hustosic house museum, tha was buil in
1772 tar Thomas Heyward. Jr.. onc of four South Caroling signers of the Deglaration of
Indepandance. and was opened 1o the publc in 1830 The City of Chatkeston rented Lhe
Georgian style double house for President Georgre Washinglon dunng his week-lor g wisd
in 1781, hence ils name.

Recognized as a National Historie Landmark. the property features the anly 12308
kitchen buitding in Charleston open to the public. as we!l as format gardans fealuring
Blants commaonly seen in the Loweountry in the late 181h century

Tha house alsa hotds b significant collection of historic Charkeston made fumature
inctuding the gergeous Holmes-Edward Bookcase, considered ons of the finest examplas
of American-mada cotonial lurmiture

Best Presidential Attraction {(I0Best Readers Cholca
Awands 2014}

Dock Street Theatre

DE Wil T — ©

The first building in the country casigned axclusvely for theatrical perforrmances 1he

13 corivdered "America a fiest theater * Although it bumad down i
1740 gnd was lumed into a hatal for mony years (hosting infamous guests inciuding John
Wilkes Booth's fathed) W was restored for iis original purpese by 1he City of Chateston as
a Works Prograss Administration project.

The theater onginally openad on 1736 with a parformance ol The Recruting Officar by
Georga Farquhat and if reprisad thal play when it re-opened in 1937 Today its homa to
some of the city's finest cullural institutions including Spoleto Festival USA and Moja Ans
Festival Charlaston Stage tha theatro company in reskenca, prasents 120
performancas esch syason

Lacated n the French Quarter of Charlesion tha theater is a lop Instagram spot I
pamcularly the silhouetta of the weought iron balcony against the spira of St. Philip’s

Church
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Katval Kadozh Bat Eloh m $=ragags —

Tha sanctuary ai Kahal Kadosh Bath Elohim (which means Holy Congregation House of
God) is the second oldest synagogue building in the United States and the o'des! in
CONLNUOUS USC

A National Histaric Landmark. KKBE was lounded in 1749 as a Sephardic Crthodox
congrogalion . in 1840, when the Temple was rebuilt after the great Chanoston h in
1828. progressive members convinced the congragation (o install an organ - the first fima
a synagogue mtroduced instrumantal music nia 18 worship

Since then. KKBE has been connacted w:lh reli reform Charty 15 ack dged
as the birthplace of Refot Judaism in the Unitod States and KKBE's colonnaded temple,
dedicated n early 1841, is rengwired as one of ths couniry s finest examples of Grewk
Revival architecture

John Rutledge House Inn

Putta ot John Rutedga Houte

Charleton's longest conseculive AAA Four Diamand recipient sincn 1330. the gracious
ts proof thal Suuthem hospitalily aclually axists

A Matignal Hislosie Landmark, the house was bilt in 1763 by John Rutledge a prounent
South Carclina palitician. for his young bride After ha 50ld . Ihe United States Courts sat
i the second oot drawing raom for a while, and dralts of the Constluton were wniten
wilhun its walls

Later nftar the Mayor of Charleston bought the house. President William Howard Toft was
a lregueent guest and  during this bme, butler William Deas invented sho-crab LLITHEE
now-signature Charlasion diah

MKt Seion Place

A National Historc Landmark, 4 home 10 Amenca s oldest landscapec
gardens ond four genetations of the Middlaton family. intluding Arthur Mddlgion, u signes
of the Dedaratien of Independence

‘fau car stay at the intimato and secluded Inn, which Slends histary wilh modem luxury
then step back n lime at the Plantalion Stableyard, where costumed artisans
¢l g. Blacksmithing and othar activities of a salf-sustaining 18th contury

plantaticn

Powder Magazine
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Porarded Magazn

South Carling 3 oldest public building stored loose cannon powder for neary a century
and today this Natianal Histaric Landmark is the only standing companent of the onginat
fortificalion that onee surrounded Charleston

In 1802 almast 200 years after it was buit, the National Sociaty of tha Colonial Damaes of

America in the State of South Caratina purchased tha building. saving it fram destruction

In what is believed 10 have bagn the city's Tirst preservalion project, the organization
Hand opened it As o ded d 10 early Charleston hislory
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Alana

I'm happy to say I've been to most of these. in my several trips to Charleston,
Tve been (o the City Market each bme - ' 4o wonderful Boone Hall is on my
“next tume hst, as Is the C'd Stave Mart. | $0 enjoyed the tour of the Powder
Magazine - don't be scared away by the persan trymg to get the tourists in there;
itreally is quite a geod tour | have to admit, though, that my #1 place 1s not old
and not 3 bullding, but, rather, the Ravensl Bridge | have a print of it on my
ining room wall that § bought at the City Market, aleng with another print of
Rainbow Row

Madha

Of a't these, two places caught my interest particularly The Middle Place looks
amazing, much like the movie sets, id love 1o visit The Old Slave Mart Muscum
alsa spunds like o place 1d fike to go, it woukd be a profound experience | can
imagine Especlally since they have a recorded snterview vath a former slave.
nteresiing and informative read !

Sylvia Hanes |

There tertainly is ¢ o 10 wisit in yaur aity | dont think | could get myself to visit
the slave mart - just oo much negabive energy n places such ai that gne
Thanks far your pietures - beautifult

Tiffany
*

Chasteston is a great city and E remember visiung the aty markez, The tood is
fabulous and § would like to visit again

Reph,

Olamg
& This xs tte best of 3 comprehenslue list about Charleston Now | really want (o
getthere The Boone Hall Plantation and Midaleton Place looks 50 cool..
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