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AWAR

THETOP CITIES, HOTELS, CRUISE LINES,
DESTINATIGN SPAS, AIRLINES, TOUR COMPANIES,
AND MORE, AS DETERMINED
BY OUR VERY DISCERNING READERS.

‘-ﬂ LR AL AR L R R R L]

» Who's 1o judge? You are.

Every year T+L asks readers to dish on
their travel experiences—to share their opinions
an everything from Southern eities to Asian
islands, all-inclusive beach resorts to hilltop pala-
zzos. Those assessments collectively define ex-
cellence in travel today, forming the basis of the
World's Best Awards.

This year's edition marks the biggest World's
Best Awards ever, We counted a record number of
votes—more than 2oo,000 respondents submitted
ratings—added dozens of new categories, and saw
a heap of new players make the lists. (For more
details on how the awards work, turn 1o page 81.)
Kudos to all the winners, and thanks to you.

: - * Open the gatelold for our map of Ell
Edited by Sara Clemence the No. 1 hotels in HB:It-iu




WORLIFS BEST

CHARLESTON IS THEFIRST U.S. DESTINATION

IN16 YEARS TO TOP OUR LIST OF THE MOST

LAUDED CITIES. AND PALAWAN RETURNS AS
READERS’ FAVORITE ISLAND.

Palawan,
wnown lorits
dramatic cliffs,
alsocrowned the
islands list
in2013.

) HALLIOF FAME
Onvihelist far the

post 10 years, i

Stores have been
rounded to the
nearest hundredth
of a paint;inthe
event ol a true tog,
winners share the
same ranking.

T+LONLINE

WANT MORE WORLD'S BESTAWARDS?

Heed to tendl.meworldshest for
plrvtos of cvery seinner, widcos, cxtended lists. and more.

U
From privatc-island re-
sorts o urlan palaces,
you'll find speots 10
imsprire you with eur
porgesus photographs
of winners arownd

tha globe,

32 travelandlelsure.com
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Charleston, Ischia,
Chéang Mai,
and beyand —get
an intimate look
at the lop destinations

with otr exclusive
viden tours.

Y

Dhnn't see ome of
yoarr favorites inthe
rankings? It only takes
a few socands 1o
nopniate them ta appear
on T L's annual
reater survey.

Charleston
South Caroling
81 B&

2 Chiang Mai
Thailand 9135

Mexiead1.19

& Florence
BI.850

% Luang Prabang
LaosBOBS

Kyolo

JapanBTS

T MewOrleans
BaTS

8 BarcelonaB3 60

# Savannah

Georgia B 57

10 Cape Town
B3 46

Islunds

o

1 Palawan
Philippines 3371
2 Boracay
Philippines 80 47
3 lsehia
Italy 3072

& Walheke lsland
Now Zealand
80,00

Santorind
Geeece 8207

Cebu

Philippies 8865

7 MauiHawai
83550

8 HiltonHead
South Carcling
8835

8 Kaual

Hawall 83 330

0 Ball
Indanasia
BR25 0
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WINELD™S REST

lop

100

Hotels

BETTER—SMALL PROPERTIES, MANY

OF THEM INDEPENDENT,

DOMINATE THE RANKINGS.

F

1 Nihiwatu Sumbo, 18 Hotel Castello di
Indonesia 88 3 Casole-A

2 Spectator Holel Timbers Resort
Ch.:rlﬁ.lt::n, Casole d'Elsa,
South Caraling Itaty 3700
arTe 168 Galweray

3 HukaLodge Canyons Resort
Taupa, Mew & SpaGateway,
Zealand 9765 Colorade 97.00

T Cavas Wine

. M”'Knm,.gw LodgaMendozo.
Maui. Hawali ArgentinaBE.99
B738 18 Singita Sabl Sand

& Southern Ocean Sabi Sand Gama
Ladge Kaagaroo Reserve, South
[sland, Austratia AlricaS6 050
g7.39 I‘lmrhlvw

B Lodgeat orth Hotley,
Glendorn QuebecB86.93
Bradiord, 20The Brando
Pennsylvania Tetiaroa, French
arag Pelynesla 36 80

7 TheWilcox 71 Chitesudu
Aiken, South Sureau Dakhurst
Carclina 87,25 Calllornia 8677

& CasaGangolens 22 Dbwrol Udalvilas
Cuito, Ecuador Lidaipasr, Indla
a1 86750

8 TwinFarms 2 0pposita House
Barnard, Beljing 96.76
Yermant 9719 22 Tripla Creek

10 Singular RanchDarby,
Palagonia Fuerto Mantana 36.76
Eorkes, Chile 28 Wequossatt
ar4 Resart & Goll

1 Singita Grumati Club Chatham,
Screngetl Massachuselts
EBealicnal Park 96,68
Area, Tanzania 2601d Edwards Inn
EIRS & SpaHighlands,

B Farmhouselnn MorthCarolina
Farestville, 9667
Callfornla 97.07 TTWeekapawg Inn

1 Londolozl Sabl Westerly, Rhode
Sand Game Island 8687
Reserve, South T8 0bercl
Aflrica 87.06 Vanyavilas

¥ Tho Peninsula Ramhambhore,
Shanghal 37.01 Indla 96.63

34 trevelandlelaure.com

Reserve, Bolswana
BE.50

30 Rosavwood
Mayakeba Playa del
Carmen, Mex'co
3638

H SolyLunaSoacred
Valley. Peru38 38

32 Moyara Springs
Arenal Volcana
Mationol Park,
Costo RicaD6.38

33 Kemalame Cay
Andros, Bahamas
96.30

3 XV Boacon Boslon
96.27

3% 51 Regis Ball
Resortindonasia
8622

3% Tongabez Lodge

Livingstene, Zambia

86.20

Gstand,
Switzerland 86.00

37 Beau-Rivage
Palace Lausanne,
Switzerland 86.00

I7 Brenners Park-
Hotel & Spa
Baden-Baden,
Germany 85.00

I7 137 Plllars House
Chiang Mal,
Thailand 86.00

I7 Rosewood
Sand Hill
Menlo Park,
California 95 00

&2 Katikhes Holel
Santocini, Greece
9595

&3 41 London 9584

&k Hayara Hotel,
Spa & Gardens
Arenol Volcano
Hotional Park,
CostaRica8581

&S Ledpe ot Sealsland

Georgla®5.90

Meadaws ol Dan,
Virginda G5 87
&7 Ashlord Caslle
Coamnly Mayo,
Ireland 33 B4
&B Las Ventanas al
Paraksa, A

Rosawood
Resort San Josd
del Cabo, Mexico
2581

48 Gasparillalnn &
ClubBoca
Grande, Florida
9576

B0 RenchoValencla
Resort & Spa
Rancha Santa Fe,
California 5589

B Bam Had Hol An,
Vietnom 9563

£2 Fogalsland Inn
Hewloundland
8580

|

Californin 9559

B& Hotel Santa
Caterina Amalli,
ftaly 95 57

E3 . Minmi

Sunnylsles Beach,

Florida 3553

58 Chanleral CUNH
Walk Newparl,
Rhode lsland 8551

¥7 Zamas Hotel
Tulum, Mexica
5549

B8 J.K.Place
Capri, italy 95 46

B9 Oberol Rajvilas
Jaipur, India
5450

840 Lion Sands Game
Raserva Sobd Sand
Game Reserve,
South Africa 95.42

@1 Winvian Farm

Maeris, Connecticut

85.41

A ATL



NIHIWATU

By Yoes Behar

s mnl ot prloce vou go

Beenuse vou wanl

a luxurious retrend
from the reud world, 've
been visiling for six years,
and for me s like, 1
con [ take ny familyscheore
ace're going to be outdoors
the entire fhine? There is
o no sorl of indoor space per

Mo. 1 hatel x_\.
Wihiwatu was |
bornin2000 |
asarusticsurf
retreat.  /

|
e
fLL

»
B2 InnotHastings
Park Lexington,
Massachusells

70 Lo Resldence
Franschhoek.
Soulh Alrica 89527

Oregon 350

| ‘T8 LeelaPalace

Beew Dethi 95,06

| 78 LeBristol

88 [Inn ot Horbour Town
HiltonHead Island,
South Carclina 94 95

sey besides your hedroom,
Yo feel very connecled Lo
the bench and the seean,
Bt wihunl muikes il really
speciad Bs the local cullure.
The islund is populated by
animists who live in small
villgres. Life twere hasn't
chuangged much for hall s
millennium. Ninely pereent
of the stafl are local, We see
Lhem every year: we've vis-
ited their houses, they've
tnught me how o battle
wilh s sword, That just
doesn'l buppen when you
have Swiss-imined bullers
el el operitors. This
is o place U gives vou Uhe
opporiunily o enler some-

95.40 7 TheGoringLondon Paris 95.06 7 Qualia hody else’s reality, some-
83 Curtain Blutf 55.19 80 Sonnenalp Halel Harmliton Istand, Iy else's tradition, some-
Antigua 95 40 72 Four Seasons Vail, Catorado Australia9s 89 Ihl-di."i.ri‘ﬂ.‘"il.‘ullul'l.‘
B4 The Surrey Hew Tenled Camp G504 88 TheLanesborough e e —
York City 95 37 mf“ g_‘;iimu o1 Villa Cora Londan 94 87 Yves Béharis o designer,
88 Farmat Cope s bl Florence 85 04 B8 EgerlonHouze Hotel entrepreneur, and sustain-
Kidnappers allond 95.17 82 DceanHou | London 94 BE i ;
: % n 38 ohility advocate.
Hawke's By, Mow 73 Clodsterat Sea Watch Hal, 80 Jode Mountain
Zealand 9533 Island Geargia Rhode Island 51, Lucia 94 BS
B8 Four Seasons 85.16 9503 Groomwl
Resort Chiang *al, T Tambo del inkao, 0 83 Inaby the Sea - Mew *ror:g::r:‘]m:?ﬁ
Thaitand 95 33 Luxury Collection *ape Elizabo
CapeElizabeth, #2 The Knlckerbocker
87 Biltmaore Hotel Resort&Spo Maino 96,97 New York City
Caoral Gables, Sacred Valiey, B4 LaCasa 9475
2 Flosida 95 32 Peru0511 QueCanta er‘
Z £8 Milestone Halel 78 Saxon Hotel, Villas Zihuatandja. o Tn-mm::l:.:bw
a London 8537 f-?‘P"._ = Mexico 9496 Tennesseats 11
89La Réserve Paris Soulh Aliicads0o | B Medikwe
Z Hotel, Spa & : SalariLedge e Ll a3
i Apartments kL] mw»ﬂom Mudaowe Game
E Paris9529 Podthshire, Reserve, South
2 Scotland G508 Alricat4 06
z 77 TuTu'tun Lodge
— Gold Beach,



WORLD'S BEST

Continen
Sta

HOTELS WITH DISTINCTIVE PERSONALITIES
TAKE THE SPOTLIGHT—AND A NEWCOMER
DEBUTS AS THETOP CITY PROPERTY.
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Cilies Islands

| 4 | 4

1 Charleston 1 HiltonHead
South Carolina SouthCarolina
BLEEQ B88.35

2 NewOrleansB3.75 2 Kiawahlsland

3 Savannah South Carolina
Georgia 89,57 88.00

& SantaFe 3 MountDesert
New MexicoB7.270 Lﬂlﬁl Maine

§ NashvilleB509 B

B SanFrancisco & Nantucket

i Massachusetts

85000 8460

7 Chicage84.850 § SanJuan

8 New YorkCity Islands
84820 Washington

9 AustinTexasB4.57 8433

1@ Asheville
North Carolina
84.49

54 travelandlelsure.com

al
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8 Goldenlisles
[Jekyllisland,
Little 5t.
Simons Island,
Sealsland,St.
Simons Island)
Georg'aB3.47

7 Florida Keys
8344

8 Cumberland
Island
GeorgiaB333

9 Mackinacisland
Michigan82.86

10Martha's
Vineyard
Massachusetts
BL19

City Holels

e

1 Spectator Hotel
Charleston, South
Carolina 0778

2 XVBeacon
Boston96.27

3 TheSurrey
New York City
9537

& GreenwichHotel
New York City
9476

B The
Knickerbacker
New York City
9475

8 RiverinnofHarbor
TownMemphis,
Tennessee 34 71

Charleston '\
isranked the

No. 1 city for the
fifthyearin
arow.

7 OldMNo.77 Holel &
Chandlery
New Orleans 94 26

| B ThaLangham

Chicago 9421

8 AlfondinnOriando
Area,Floride 94.12

| 10 HoteiVintage

Seattle94.12

Tl Resewood
{formerly the
Capelia)
Washingten, D.C.
94.04

12 The Hay-Adams
Washington,D.C.
894.03

B Trump
International
Hotel & Tower
Chicago94 03

¥ Mokara Hotel &
Spa San Antonio,
Texas 9389

18 FrenchQuarterinn
Charleston
SouthCarolina
9389

READERS SAY...
“Hollywooc
and New York
design meets
Lorwcountry
charm at

the Spectalor.
The bar is
the best in
Charleston
right now, and
the butlers are
wish-granting
denies—
acithout
coming oul

of a bottle.”
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Resorl
Holels

v

Lodge ot Glendern

Bradiosd

Pennsylvania

arig

2 TheWillcox
Alken, South
Carollna 37 25

3 TwinFarms
Barnard, Vermaon!
4719

& Farmhouselnn

Forestville,

Calllornia 3707

B GalewayCanyons
Resort & Spa
Gatowoy.
Colorada 8700

8§ Chileaudu
Sureu Dakhurst,
Calilornia 968 77

T Triple Creak
RonchDarby,
Monlana 396,76

Wegquassatt
Resort & Goll Club
Chatham
Mossachusells
S6 68
8 Old Edwards
Inn & Spa
Highlands, Narth
Carolina 36.67
0 Weekapaug Inn
Wiesterly, Rhode
Islend AEGT

|

Holels Holels
New York Grealer Los
City Angeles
I | o
1 TheSurrey 1 TheRedbury
8537 Hallywood 53 14
2 Greenmwich 2 Petit
Hotel 94 74 Wast Hodiywood
3 The 8302
Knickerbocker 3 Mr.C
8475 Beverly Hills
& Trump 8243
International & ThaPeninsula
Hotel & Tower Beverly Hills
9278 80.92
B Refinery Hotal B Montage
9246 Beverty Hills
B WesiHouse 2067
9235
T St.Regis 3226 |
b Thodomes —
8116
8 TheLowell | Holels
9206 Chicagn
| 18 The Chatwal,a
Luzury
Collecton Hotel
o1 B4
- F
| CE— D
| B4.21
Holels | 2 Trump
Wishing : International
| U-E:uhll'lg..,lurl e
| 1AL 54 03
| 3 Waldori Astoria
52 88
F == & ThePeninsule
9261
1 Rosewood § Godfrey Hotel
T4 04 9231
2 TheHay-Adams
G403
3 TheJeflerson
9375

Resort
Holels
Norltheasl

r —

t LodgeatGlendorn
Bradlgrd,
Pennsylvanda 37 18

2 TwinFarms
Baenard, Vermont
gris

3 Wequasselt Resort
& GaliClub
Chatham.
Massachusells B6 68

& Weehapauginn
Westerly, Rhode
lsland QE AT

B Chanlerat CLIH Walk
Newporl, Rhode
lsland 85 51

Resorl Holels
Midwesl

r——

1 BigCedar Lodge
Ridgedale,
Missouri 33 53

| 2 Sundoralnn & Spa

Wiscansin Dells.
Wisconsin 07 18

3 AmericanClubat
Destination Hohler
Hohler, Wisconsin
a105

& GrandHotel
Mackinac lsland.
MichiganB8 78

B WestBaden
Springs Hotel
West Baden
Springs, Indisna
BB 42

WORDS FROM & WINNER

THE SURREY

o | New York

htel the Surrey is

Enonwn for ils focus
on arl. We nsked Natasha
Schlesinger, artexpert in
residenee, to share her fovor
itearl spols in the cily,

 FRESH TAKES “I'he Park

Avenue Armory has mude

¢ unelTort o be edgierund

muore engaging, while still
respeeling Lthe building's

- grandeur. They're bringing

inarlisls who ure known by
connaisseurs hul nol neces-
sarily by the general pulilic,
such os Martin Creed, who
hus an immersive picee on
view through carly August.”

DOWNTOWN DIGS “T'he
Whilney Muscum’s new
building is hreathtuking with
ils open spoees und high eeil-
ings. The portrail exhililion
luking pluce includes uriists
like Andy Warhol und Chuck

© Close, and feels so relevanl—

il"s aboul Uhe sellin today™s
world of social medin.™

HIGH SOCIETY “The roofal
the Metropolilan Museum

ol AL has Uhwe most nnlasti-

cul inslallutions, and there's
u bur that serves cock-

Lusils, Rigght now you can

see aspooky partinl house
Lhal British arlist Cornelin
Purker ereated, inspired

by Hiteheoek,™




ADVERTISEMENT

CH

RLESTON

BE CHARMED

A GUIDE TO THE CITY'S BEST

At once gracious and hip, historic and fresh, Charleston is having its moment.
Open the door to this stylish Southern belle of a city, and come see why so many
of its boutique lodgings have been voted Mo. 1 Best Small Hotel by
Travel + Leisure readers in the World's Best Awards of 2016 and recent years.
We map it all out here—from the hippest places to lay your head, to hot spots in
the eity's booming culinary and shepping scenes, and much mere.

Lok inaids fora
_ peekatourtop
ity highlights and
Sellachotelpck:

Pl



ADYERTISEMENT

CHARLESTON,
SOUTH CAROLINA

Experience the very best of a T+L World’s Best City—from boutique hotels as
beautiful as jewel boxes, to restaurants and cocktails on the culinary eutting edge.
Real Southern hospitality is alive and well in Charleston; these days, it's served up
with a fresh, vibrant spirit and a generous helping of contemporary style.

STAY

@ Revel in Art Deco-
inspired design and modern-
luxe amenities at The
Spectator Hotel, a boutique
keepsake. 67 Stole Street

8 Feel like s baron at
Wentworth Mansion and
saver rare views from the
rooftop cupola,

149 Wentworth Street

0 Sleop in a plush four-
poster bed at Planters Inn, 2
Hestaorie District troasure.
12 Marth Market Street

@) Bask in period -style
ramance and modern
luxuries at the Market
Pavillon Hotel.

215 Eost Boy Street

@ Sipchampagne at
check-in, and choose from a
menu of seven pllows, at the
French Quarter Inn.

166 Church Street

@ Luxuriate in exceptional
art and design at The
Vendue, a reimagined 18th-
century warehouse.

19 Vendue Range

) Come home to elegance
at Belmond Charleston
Place, with its chandeliered
labby and rooflop poals.
205 Meeting Street

EAT + DRINK

D) Ax Cypress, savor
Lowcountry ingredients
transformed inte American
haube cusineg,

167 East Boy Street

) Rediscover Southern
locavore fare at Husk, with a
menuy by James Beard Award
wainner Chef Sean Brock.

76 Queen Street

@ Dig into clevated comfort
food that's seasonally
inspired at FIG, an upscale
bistra, 232 Meeting Street
€@ Relish a farm-to-table
menu with deep Southemn
roots at The Macintosh,
4798 King Street

® Head upstairs to The
Cocktall Club for artful
mikglogy on the reoftop
terrace. 479 King Street

D Enjoy a mouthwatering
steak with locally inspired

D Keep the spinits flowing
at Proof, or choose from the
extensine wines-by-the glass
list. 437 King Street

D Pair 3 classic cocktail with
a deficious homemade snack
at The Gin Joink

182 East By Street

SHOP

D Browse everything from
party dresses to chic denim
at Hampden Clothing.

314 King Street

@ Make your heirloom
jewilry dreams come true
at Creghan's Jewel Bo.
308 King Street

@ Popinto Le Creuset
Boutique, the cockware
maker’s signature shop.

112 North Market Street

D Sign up for a candle-
making class, or browse the
unique gifts at Candlefish.
71 Wentworth Street

€ Shep for home and
garden furnishings that
capiure the city’s spirit at
the Historic Charleston
Foundation Shop inside the
City Market's Great Hall,
188 Meeting Street

@) Peruse a variety of fine
books and gifts refating

to Charleston's history
and architecture at tha
Preservation Society Shop.
147 King Street

@ Shop for tasteful men's
clothing and sccessories at
The Ben Silver Collection, a
repositery of classic style.
149 King Street

& Check out new
designers’ creations, from
sportiwear to special-
occasion frocks, at Berlin's
far Women, dating back to
1883, 115 King Strect

DO

@ Mingle with locals, shap
for sweetgrass baskets, eat,
and enjoy at the historic
Charieston City Market.
188 Meeting Street

D Explore America’s
foremost Meoclassical
dwelfng, the 1808 Nathaniel
Russell House, surrounded
by formal gardens.

51 Meeting Street

D Bring a picnic to
Waterfront Park or take

a promenade amid the
wialkways and fountains,

1 Vendye Ronge

€D Catch a show at the
historic Dock Street Theater,
a French Quarter gem.

135 Church Street

€ Set out for a two-hour sail
an Charteston Harbor aboard
the tall ship Schooner Pride.
360 Concard Street

D Tour the newly renavated
Beaux-Arts Gibbes Museum
of Art, with its expanded
misseumn store and new cafié,
135 Meeting Street

B Discover the new Gallland
Center, a centerpiece for
artistic excellence designed
in the tradition of Europe's
great performance halls.

95 Cofhoun Street

© Take in prime Charleston
Harbor witwrs at the ¢ 1825
Edmandston-Alston House,
an exemplar of both Federal
and Greek Revival design,

21 Eost Battery

€D Admire the Avery
Research Center's archival
collections and exhibits on
African-American history
and culture. 123 Bull Street
@) Visit America's first
museumn, the ¢ 1773
Charleston Museum, focused
on the Lowcountry's natural
and cultural hisbory.

360 Meeting Street

Charleston
Overview

Round out your trip with 3
visit to the city's surrounding
islands, and discover bwo
standout resorts: The
Sanctuary at Kiawah lsland,
with the fecl of a seaside
mnson, and Wild Dunes, sl
an a beautiful beach on the
lsle of Palms.



PLAN YOUR CHARM-FILLED ESCAPE AT EXPLORECHARLESTON.COM



ADVERTISEMENT

SMALL WONDERS:
CHARLESTON'S BOUTIQUE HOTEL GEMS
Discover four dreamboat hotels that are redefining Southern hospitality with glamour, style, and grace.

Voted #1 Best U.5. Small City Hotel in the Named &1 Best U.S. Small City Hotel in 2015,
T+L World's Best Awards 2016, The Spectator Wentworth Mansion glitters with Tiffany
Hotel enchants guests with 1920s-style chic stained glass windows, palatial guest rooms,
and personalized butlers. and a serene spa.

Foised at the entrance to the historic city With spectacular skyline and harbor views
market, Planters Inn—Charleston's only Relais from the rooftop bar and pool, Market
& Chiteaux hotel—earned ¥1 Best U.S, Small Pavilion Hotel topped the list as #1 Best U.S.

City Hotel in 2014, Small City Hotel in 2013



