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Looking for the best beaches for surfing in the United States? Our 
country is home to numerous action-packed beaches suitable for both 
beginners and experts. Large and powerful waves account for an 
unforgettable experience that make the surfer’s time in the water 
worthwhile. On the other hand, manageable or low waves build a 
perfect beginner’s guide to understanding the height of waves. If 
you’re ready for the ultimate adventure, you may be wondering which 
beaches experts agree are the very cream of the crop in the U.S. for 
surfers. 

 



4. Folly Beach, South Carolina 

We’ve already ranked the historic city of Charleston as one of the Best 
of the Best Places to Retire. As it turns out, not too far down the street 
is one of the best beaches for surfing in the U.S. “This chill surf town is 
20 minutes south of Charleston, making Folly Beach an awesome 
place for a surfing and culture trip. While the west coast and Hawaii 
see more consistent swells with longer rides, if you hit Folly Beach on 
a hurricane swell, you won’t be disappointed.  If you are in the 
Southeast, Folly Beach is one of the best surf beaches in the 
area,” writes Trip Outside. 

Why is The Washout such a perfect spot for surfer? According to Salty 
Home, “It is a long beach break that can become quite powerful during 
hurricanes swells or northeastern swells.” 

Adds TripSavvy: “In South Carolina, the lovely Folly Beach draws 
surfers who enjoy a laid-back vibe and a pumping surf break. Located 
just south of Charleston, Folly Beach is a favorite local getaway on the 
Atlantic Ocean—with a pier, several parks, and an abundance of 
shops, restaurants, and great family fun. New and experienced surfers 
here can enjoy several waves in the area year-round, as the 
temperatures here are relatively mild. If you’re seeking lessons, there 
are a number of surf shops to choose from, including Oceans Surf 
Shop and McKevlin’s Surf Shop.” 
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